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and the character of the men associated with him.
Among other things, it is a marvellous picture-gallery
of sailors, our first, and perhaps our greatest, novel of
those who go down to the sea in ships. As for Sterne's
Tristram Shandy, it stands alone in English. We can
scarcely recognize it, with its continual digressions, its
sudden asides, its slow movement, its tricks of style,
as a novel at all. But in the remarkable maze of its
chapters we meet a few characters, above all Corporal
Trim and Captain Shandy, who are among the im-
mortals.

We do not read these novels easily nowadays* They
have a leisureliness, and often a length, that discourages
us. Their scenes and their characters have become
somewhat remote in time; their style seems tedious and
digressive; the coarseness of the life they depict is
frequently offensive to modern taste. But these extracts
are enough to reveal to us something of that power
which they exerted over David Copperfield, and to
make us appreciate at least some chapters of them with
something of his enthusiasm and admiration,
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